Cutaneous aging: effect of intrinsic changes on surgical considerations.
Intrinsic age-related structural and functional changes in the skin, independent of sun-induced damage, directly affect wound healing in the elderly. These alterations, as well as concomitant medical illness, pharmaceutical intake, and dietary changes, result in delayed wound healing, decreased ultimate tensile strength, and increased rates of wound dehiscence, ecchymosis, tape-strip injuries, infection, and persistent contact dermatitis.